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The American Religious Landscape Religious Affiliation by Age

100
®White evangelical Protestant

®White mainline Protestant
White Catholic

Don't know/Refused

- Bl
- |5l

Mormon 80 “ Other religion
Orthodox Christian " Unaffiliated

Black Protestant " Other world religions
Hispanic Protestant 60 = Jewish

Other non-white Protestant " Other ethnic Christian

Hispanic Catholic " Hispanic Catholic

- R

- o .
Other non-white Catholic " * Hispanic Protestant

" Jehovah's Witness

Black Protestant

Jewish

Mormon

Muslim
8 " Buddhist 20
®Hindu

White Catholic
" White mainline Protestant
3 2 " Other Religion " White evangelical Protestant

" Unaffiliated

Fﬂ

1
Don't know/Refused

‘oo - sogmr

30-49 50-64 65+
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Looking to the future: fewer white Protestants and Catholics, more Hispanic Protestants and Catholics,
plus more religiously unaffiliated Americans. The most common “religious” identity among Americans
under the age of 30 is no affiliation. Only about three in ten (29 percent) Americans under the age of 30
identify as white and Christian, compared to about two-thirds (67 percent) of seniors (age 65 and older).

Multi-religious families and identities are on the rise. One-quarter (25 percent) of married Americans
report being in interreligious unions. Close to one in five (16 percent) Americans report that they
themselves follow the teachings or practices of more than one faith.

Fewer Americans today believe the U.S. is a Christian nation. Today, only about one-third (35 percent)
of Americans believe America is and has always been a Christian nation—a notable drop from 2010,
when 42 percent affirmed this statement. Nearly half (45 percent) of Americans say the U.S. was a
Christian nation in the past but is not any longer, while 14 percent say the U.S. was never a Christian
nation.

Even as religious and ethnic ___Close Friendships Across Religious Lines

. . . Religious composition of core social networks by religious affiliation
dlverSIty Increasesl for mOSt " Protestant Catholic ~ ®Non-Christian religion ~ * Unaffiliated Other/Don't know/Refused
Americans close friendships
remain with people in their Protestant &8 ol 7]
own faith tradition. The core
social networks of Protestants Catholic i1 ERa
are largely made up of other
Protestants (68 percent), while  NenGhristian rligion o8 5|
the same is true for Catholics

Unaffiliated 24

(72 percent). I —
*Members of “core social networks” are people 0 20 40 60 80 100

with whom one has discussed important matters
in the last six months.

@publicreligion , Visit www.publicreligion.org for more analysis. n facebook.com/publicreligion



